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¢) THE CASTEL BOLOGNESE AREA

Alberto ANTONIAZZI, Aldo ANTONIAZZI, Edo GALASSINI, Sarah MILLIKEN, Carlo
PERETTO, Giovanni PIANI

Since 1987 Lower Palaeolithic industries have been found to the west of Castel Bolognese, in
the area of the Apennine foothills at Bergullo and Setra through which the river Sanguinaro
runs.

The valley deepening caused by the river has revealed a series of deposits with the Lower
Pleistocene “Argille’ Azzurre” at the base. These are covered by pelitic and grey sandy
continental sediments with gravels which are in turn covered by yellowish brown sandy deposits
with gravels lenses and levels. The series terminates with an erosion surface which has been
interpreted as a pediment which is terraced and overlain by aeolian deposits which were altered
at the beginning of the Upper Pleistocene by a leached pseudogley paleosol. Finally there are
terraced and valley bottom alluviums which date to the Upper Pleistocene-Holocene.

The lithic industries which were collected on the surface were uncovered by ploughing and by
a modest and localised quarrying activity. It is possible to recognise assemblages which can
be attributed to various chronological phases of the Lower Palaeolithic. An abundant industry
with the Levallois technique and handaxes was found in the pedogenised loess on the highest
terraced surfaces. On the slopes which lead down to the valley bottoms there are assemblages
which are characterised by large flakes with Clactonian or Protolevallois characteristics or
else by flakes with slight Clactonian characteristics. The stratigraphic position of these finds
will be defined during excavations in the future, Finally, at the base of the series there is a
pebble industry similar to that from Ca’ Belvedere di Monte Poggiolo which was found in the
gravely levels in the pelites and grey sands which overlie the marine “Argille Azzurre”.
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